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Kemble Connection 
 

Kemble Church is a welcoming, caring, and faithful 
Christian community offering hope and support to make 
a difference in the world through God’s Word and our 

deeds.  

         April, 2018 

 

Pastor’s Page: Holding On, Letting Go 
 

“Jesus said (to Mary), ‘Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father.’ ” 
(John 20:17 NIV). 

 

     Ms. Francis was babysitting 4-year-old Teddy and humming the hymn “Up from the Grave He Arose.” 
     “What’s that song?” asked Teddy. 
     “It’s about Jesus,” Ms. Francis replied. “Do you know about Jesus? 
     “Yes! He died.” Teddy said. 
     “He did die,” Ms. Francis agreed. “But then what happened?” 
     Teddy answered with a smile, “He got up!” 
 

     The Greek word for resurrection is “Anastasia,” which literally means “to get up again.” Little Teddy was right. 
Jesus got up on that Easter Sunday morning. Death could not keep him down. The grave could not hold Him. The 
powers of darkness gave way to a brand new light of Easter. 

 

     Mary Magdalene saw Jesus early Easter morning. Understandably, she was overwhelmed with joy. After all 
that had happened – Jesus’ cruel, brutal, agonizing death on a cross and hasty burial – here Mary was in the pres-
ence of Christ once again. Her midnight had been turned to day. Gladness took the place of her sorrow. Her tears 
were suddenly wiped away. 

 

     When Mary saw Jesus she instantly reached out to Him, but Jesus backed away and commanded “Do not hold 
on to me!” Jesus’ remark is translated as “Do not touch me” in the King James Version and “Do not cling to me” in 
the Jerusalem Bible. Why would Jesus deny Mary Magdalene the opportunity to hold Him, to touch Him, to cling to 
Him? 

 

     Jesus in His infinite wisdom recognized that Mary was having a serious problem.  She wanted to resume her 
past association with Jesus. She wanted to go back to the good old days. She wanted things to return to the way 
they used to be. In the past, Mary enjoyed spending time with Jesus, being witness to his righteous and mighty 
acts, and breaking bread together. When Mary saw Jesus on Easter, she assumed they would pick up right where 
they left off. 

 

     Mary’s problem is a common one. Sometimes we are anxious to cling to old ways and we fail to perceive that 
God is doing a new thing. Isaiah reminds us: “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Be-
hold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19). 

 

     God is doing a new thing in the Church and in the world today. The question is, “Do you perceive it?” Mary 
Magdalene represents those who hold on to the past and hinder themselves from experiencing new life and new 
possibilities. What new thing was God doing that Mary needed to perceive? Consider these three points: 

 

     First, Mary needed to recognize that she would no longer have permanent access to Jesus on earth. In John 
16:7, Jesus told the disciples, “It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Holy Spirit will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.” Jesus explained to the disciples that having the Holy Spirit come to 
them was more to their advantage than having Him walking with them in the flesh. Mary needed to become aware 
that Jesus’ physical presence on earth was coming to a close. God was doing something new and Jesus did not want 
Mary to miss it.                                                                                                                                               Continued on page 2 
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Pastor’s Page - Continued from page 1      
     Second, Mary needed to understand that Jesus’ 
presence with her and others would be by way of 
the Holy Spirit. Jesus was very clear with his follow-
ers/the disciples. He told them, “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.” While Jesus would no longer 
be with his followers/the disciples physically, He 
would be with them through the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. 
     A few years ago there was a famous commercial 
with the tagline: “Plop, plop, fizz, fizz, oh-what-a-
relief-it-is!” The commercial advertized Alka-Seltzer 
– a medicine designed to relieve upset stomachs. In 
a reaction that is quite volcanic, the Alka-Seltzer 
tablets fizz and bubble when dropped into water. 
What Jesus wants us to know is this: When people 
accept Him as Savior, God drops the Holy Spirit into 
our nature. The Spirit’s presence is designed to 
soothe upset lives, upset minds, and upset circum-
stances. God wants us to discover “oh-what-a-relief
-it-is” to have the Holy Spirit within us. 
     Finally, Mary needed to understand that Jesus’ 
bodily presence would be with His heavenly Father. 
“I have come from God,” Jesus told them, “and I am 
going back to God.” Do not hold on to the past, 
Mary, because God has more in store for you. “No 
eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has con-
ceived what God has prepared for those who love 
him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9). 
     What are you holding onto that is hindering you 
from living out the fullness of God’s plan? What tra-
ditions, beliefs, attitudes, or life-style are you hold-
ing onto that Jesus wants you to let go of? My pray-
er for you is that God would give you the power to 
let go of those things that stand in the way of a pro-
gressing relationship with Him. God wants to bless 
you. God wants to use you. Let go and let God! 
 
Many Blessings, 
Pastor Mike 

Confirmation Class 2018 
     Kemble welcomed six confirmands on Easter 
Sunday, April 1. They completed an 8-week course 
of study, led by Pastor Mike, assisted by Carol 
DeLucas. A member of the congregation was desig-
nated a prayer partner for each one. Prayer part-
ners stood with parents during the ritual of confir-
mation: 
     Dan Clark, son of Rick and Lisa Clark of Wood-
bury. Dan’s prayer partner was Mike Perrone. 
     Hadden DeCant, daughter of Tony and Kim De-
Cant of Sewell. Hadden’s prayer partner was Donna 
Catando. 
     Bailey Figueroa, son of Sara Figueroa of 
Westville. Bailey’s prayer partner was Dave Jenkins. 
     Aubrie Hingley, daughter of Catherine and Herb 
Hingley of Thorofare. Aubrie’s prayer partner was 
Jill Magill. 
     Kyla Jackson, daughter of Paul and Danielle Jack-
son of Sewell. Kyla’s prayer partner was Pam Fuller. 
     Barrett Sims, son of Colleen and John Tighe of 
Thorofare. Barrett’s prayer partner was Joe Saut-
ner. 

The UMW Plant Sale is going on now! 

Pick up a form in the Fellowship Hall and 

place your order by April 29. Plants will 

be delivered to the back of the church for 

pick-up on Wednesday, May 9 between 

3:30 and 5 pm. 
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Trustees Update 
     On Sunday, March 11, 2018, Kemble Trustees 
were recognized. Chair Robyn Austin gave a report 
on projects accomplished during the last year, and 
offered a look forward: 
 

Past Year’s Projects 

     Several of these were reported in Kemble Connec-
tion: steeple tower repair, painting of walls in the 
Christian education area and new carpet in the hall-
way, Kier Nursery painting. In addition, the parson-
age roof was  replaced, and new glass placed in the 
sign in front of the church. Trustee Kevin Counsellor 
devised an emergency telephone connection for the 
elevator; sensor lighting at the rear entrance was re-
paired. Members stepped forward to clean up the 
grounds, Conference Room and front entrance stair-
well. The leaking rear windows were recapped and 
mortar replaced 
 

Future Projects 

     On the 'to do' list are a new, more visible sign for 
the front of the church, replacement of the rear door 
(it can not be repaired again!), repair/replacement of 
the leather on the wind chest (bellows) of the organ, 
installation of electrical outlets in Fellowship Hall, 
and capping of the rear fascia. 
     Robyn thanked everyone who helped with the 
year's projects and those who made donations to the 
Preservation Fund. She urged continuous giving to 
help fund future projects to keep our church standing 
strong and beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the Confirmation Class banner in the hallway of the  

Education wing. 

Church Family 
 
New Members: 
Robin B. Evans of West Deptford 
Confirmation Class of 2018  
 
In Memoriam: 
Jean Lynch, of Woodbury Heights, passed 
away on February 22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of  Shirley Wakemen’s family gathered for the unveiling of her me-
morial plaque. Left to right: son Stephen Wakemen, daughter Sandra Hitch-
ens, sisters Robyn Austin and Carolyn Wiest, and son Bill Wakemen. 
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From the Organ Bench 
–  Brett Pardue, Music Director 

• Our Free Music Camp: Winter Session was a huge suc-
cess! I’m pleased to say that we had nearly 50 participants 
between ages 7-14, and our outreach has now extended 
past Gloucester County and is drawing in children from sur-
rounding counties, as well! We were honored to secure a 
partnership with Woodbury Public Schools for this event, 
which sponsored our advertisement on their website, social 
media platforms, and distributed our flyers to children in 
their home-rooms. What an exciting accomplishment to 
partner with the Public School System in our outreach 
efforts!  

• Due to the significant increase in our participants from 
summer session 2016 to 2017’s session (we nearly doubled 
in size!), we’re expecting quite a large turnout for summer 
2018. The dates of our Free Music Camp: Summer Ses-
sion are August 6th-10th. As usual, lunch will be served each 
day, and the event will culminate in a group recital on Friday. 
We’ll need all the hands we can get for setup the week be-
fore. All willing volunteers should contact Dee Ballistreri 
at office@kembleumc.org to sign up and help us in this re-
warding ministry.  

• An additional development, which is owed primarily to the 
growth of our Free Music Camp initiative, has been 
our Kemble Community Youth Choir, formerly the “Jesus 
And Me Choir” (JAM Choir). In an effort to increase our 
scope of musical repertoire/genre, and to both maintain and 
grow our partnership with the Woodbury Public Schools, we 
have re-branded to ensure that all feel welcome, whether 
they be church-goers or not.  

• Lastly, in regard to our most recent Cantata, I cannot over-
state the pride I feel as the director of such a dedicated 
choir. Attendance on Palm Sunday was exceptional, and 
rightly so: the Festival Choir took on the huge task of per-
forming well-known excerpts from Händel’s beloved orato-
rio, Messiah. Accompanied by our partners, Rowan Youth 
Orchestra, we presented four choruses and four arias from 
this timeless classic. Performers included 25+ participants in 
the choir and 35 instrumentalists. We thank the donors and 
servers for a delicious brunch between services. Our efforts 
were a blessing to those involved and those who attended 
alike, which was obvious during the resounding applause 
and the standing ovations we received at both our 8:30 am 
and 10:45 am services. What an emotional and rewarding 
time. Kemble’s music ministry is growing—praise God!       

Music Camp: Winter Session 
Director Brett Pardue was assisted by Alvin (“Doc”) 
Maddison, and Beth Pirolli, a music student at Ro-
wan. We thank all the volunteers and contributors! 
As you can see from the pictures, everyone had a 
grand time! 

mailto:office@kembleumc.org
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      Scholastic  
      Assistance  
      Applications  
      Due May 8 
 

     Student members of Kemble enrolled in post-high 
school programs of study  - certificate; associates, 
bachelors, masters or doctoral - are encouraged to 
apply for Scholastic Assistance by completing and sub-
mitting an application to the church office by 3:30 pm, 
Tuesday, May 8, according to Committee Chair Bob 
Catando. Applications are available at the Welcome 
Center in Fellowship Hall, or online at 
www.kembleumc.org, in the "Member News" section. 
Past recipients may apply again. Money will be sent 
directly to the enrolling institution, and must be uti-
lized within a year of being selected for the award. 
     Since 1985, the Scholastic Assistance program has 
awarded over $163,000 to Kemble students. In recent 
years, three awards of $3000 each have been granted. 
Please direct all questions to Bob Catando (848-8386) 
or Bunny Wilson (845-3613). The 2018 awards will be 
presented on Sunday, June 10. 
     Note: Other loan and scholarship opportunities are 
available through the United Methodist Church.  
Please visit the website: http://www.gbhem.org/loans
-and-scholarships. 

Farewell to Brett 
     A few months was all that was needed to endear 
Brett Pardue, our organist and choirmaster since 
May 2017, to the hearts of Kemble members. Un-
fortunately for us, the Lord has seen fit to open to 
Brett a new opportunity: a full-time position as As-
sociate Minister of Music at North Raleigh United 
Methodist Church, fiancée Allison Gross’ home 
church. (They plan to be married there next April.) 
     Brett’s time here 
has been filled with 
accomplishments: ex-
citing growth of the 
free Summer Music 
Camp and its exten-
sion to a Winter Ses-
sion; establishment of 
the Kemble Communi-
ty Youth Choir; the 
first Musical Showcase 
for Kemble preceding 
the parade at the 
Woodbury Fall Festi-
val; and the formation 
of a Praise Band. 
 
     Most recently, he put together a wonderful wor-
ship service for Palm Sunday. Joining Kemble’s Fes-
tival Choir, 35 members of the Rowan Youth Or-
chestra and four talented soloists presented ex-
cerpts from “Messiah”. You could have spent $100 
at Carnegie Hall and not heard anything more 
beautiful than this hour-long presentation! 
     Brett and Allison, tenor and soprano, have sung 
solos and duets during their stay at Kemble, enrich-
ing our services. We feel blessed to have had this 
time with them. We send them on, with regret, but 
with prayers and all good wishes for the future. 

Kemble Community Luncheon 
     Held the third Saturday of every month, Kemble Community Luncheon provides lunch for between 60-
100 homeless and other guests in need.  Our Praise Band assists Pastor Mike in leading an informal worship 
time preceding the lunch. This is a wonderful opportunity to reach out to our community.  If you would like 
to volunteer or have any questions, please reach out to Heather Caviston 856-264-9468 or hcavis-
ton@outlook.com.  Volunteers are always welcome and needed including: servers, greeters, cooks, 
and cooks' helpers.  

Volunteers Pat 

Peterman and 

Mary Jane Warfle 

share a laugh 

while preparing 

cupcakes at last 

month’s Commu-

nity Luncheon.  

http://www.kembleumc.org/
http://www.gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships
http://www.gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships
mailto:hcaviston@outlook.com
mailto:hcaviston@outlook.com
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 Four-Week Bible Study: CATCH 

      Please join us for a four-week ‘Spring Into Shape’ 
Bible Study "Catch" held on Monday evenings, April 
30, May 7, May 14 and May 21; or Tuesday evenings, 
May I, May 8, May 15, and May 22. Held in the homes 
of Kemble members, we will break bread together, 
study the Word of God and learn how to attract visi-
tors to our church. 

      “Catch” is an invitational 
evangelism program devel-
oped by the United Method-
ist Church of the Resurrec-
tion, one of the fastest-
growing churches in the U.S. 
This study will show us how 
to attract visitors to our 
church, connect them with 
our faith community, and 
help them learn to know, 
love, and serve God. Participants immerse themselves 
in the concepts and practices of invitational evange-
lism through daily readings that include Scripture, de-
votion, and reflection questions. This four-week study 
will engage groups in prayer, Bible Study and discus-
sion, as well as action steps and personal reflection. 

     Your hosts and group leaders are eagerly waiting 
to share "radical hospitality" with you and look for-
ward to welcoming you! 

YOUR HOSTS: 

Mary Jane Warfle - in West Deptford  (Tuesdays) 
Norma Warren - in Swedesboro (Tuesdays) 
John Sooy - in Wenonah (Tuesdays) 
TBD (Mondays) 
 
YOUR GROUP LEADERS: 
 Carol DeLucas, Robyn Austin, Donna Lightcap, Donna 
Catando, and Joe Sautner 
 
THREE WAYS TO SIGN UP!  
1. Look for the registration form in Sunday's bulletin 

and drop it in the offering plate 

2. Call the Church office at 856-845-1627 

3. Visit kembleumc.org  to register online 

 Pitman  
 Auxiliary  
 Yard Sale  
 October 6 
      
 

     In the recent Auxiliary newsletter, the date given 
for the Yard Sale was incorrect! The correct date is 
October 6. Donors may drop off items at Pitman 
Methodist Church on October 4 and 5 (hours TBD). 
We thank the many Kemble members who support 
the work of the Auxiliary. 

Support Local Charities While Shopping 
Online 
     Do you like to shop online? Here are two ways to 
support local charities, such as Kemble or the 
GWCM Food Bank, while doing it: 
     Amazon Smile: Establish an account and choose 
the organization you wish to support. Next time you 
shop, login from Amazon Smile before you place 
your order. A percentage of the value of your pur-
chase will be forwarded to the charity you have des-
ignated. 
     Umcmarket.org: Register here and choose the 
church you wish to support. Many online vendors 
participate in this program. Again, a percentage – it 
varies from vendor to vendor – of the value of your 
purchase will be forwarded to the church you have 
designated. 
 
      How easy could it be? 

Help Wanted! 

“Nancy’s Quilts” small 

group needs a new 

coordinator. No 

quilting knowledge is 

necessary, but experi-

ence of sewing and 

measuring is helpful. 

Contact Henrietta 

Sauter 856-468-1423. 
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GWCM News 
          
     GWCM received a $2000 
credit from ShopRite to use 
at Food Bank of South Jer-
sey. 
     West Deptford ShopRite 
raised money at the register 

for several organizations. GWCM received $3,000 
from this fund raiser. Thank you, West Deptford 
ShopRite! 
     A donation in memory of Mary Weigand has been 
received and earmarked to be spent on Christmas 
gifts. Mary ran the Christmas gift program. Tradi-
tionally in January, she would buy gifts for the next 
Christmas. “Re-gifting” donations are also welcome. 
     The Mardi Bra / Boxers and Briefs Event held in 
February raised $785 and collected 145 bras and 75 
boxers and briefs. Women will be fitted for a correct 
fitting bra in May. In June, the men will be able to 
choose boxers or briefs. GWCM gratefully receives 
donations to this project at any time. 

Friends and Family Sunday 
     On April 15, a day that felt more like winter than 
spring, the 5th Annual Friends and Family celebration 
took place at the 10:45 service. Members of the 
Woodbury Police Department were honored for their 
service to the city with a plaque, presented by Trus-
tees Chair Robyn Austin. Chief Thomas Ryan spoke 

briefly, commending 
the church for its 
efforts in providing a 
safe shelter.  
     Pastor Mike 
spoke on the value of friendship, using the friendship 
between King David and Jonathan  from 1 Samuel 18, 
and the friendship between Jesus and his disciples 
from John 15, as his texts. 
     The Spiritual Five, from Mt. Zion-Wesley UM 
Church in Weno-
nah, lifted all 
spirits with some 
hand-clapping 
music. 
     A complimen-
tary luncheon 
was served fol-
lowing the ser-
vice. 

Eve Circle Partners with Distributing Dignity 
      
     Eve Circle, part of the UMW, recently collected 
31 new bras and $160 toward the purchase of fem-
inine hygiene products which they gave to Distrib-
uting Dignity, a Cherry Hill-based organization. Its 
purpose is to serve girls and women who are 
“homeless, victims of domestic violence, aging out 
of the foster care system or recovering from a life-
altering illness.”  
     Although focused on needs in South Jersey and 
Philadelphia, the organization has sent goods to 
other parts of the country.  One of the founders, 
quoted in a recent Courier Post article says, “We all 
know what it feels like to get something brand-new 
that’s just our own. We’re committed to make 
them feel human, feel acknowledged and feel wor-
thy. And there’s beauty in that.” 
     If you wish to donate to this worthy project, 
contact Andrea Giedosh at 856-256-8907. 
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 Kemble Memorial United Methodist Church 
19 S. Broad Street 
Woodbury, New Jersey 08096 
 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 
 
(856) 845-1627 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
www.kembleumc.org 
 
Senior Minister: Michael Harriott 
Editors: Joan Zumoff and Grace Holdcraft 
 
 

Sunday Services: 
8:30 & 10:45 a.m 
 
Sunday School: 
Nursery through 6th grade – 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Coming Events 
 
April 30 thru May 22 – “Catch” Bible Study 
(see p. 6) 
April 29 – UMW Plant Sale orders due 
 
May 8 – Scholastic Assistance applications 
due by 3:30 pm. 
May 9 – Pick up plant orders 3:30 – 5 pm 
 
June 10 – Scholastic Assistance awards pre-
sented 
 
August 6-10 – Free Summer Music Camp 
 
October 6 - Pitman Auxiliary Yard Sale 

Rowan Youth Orchestra and Kemble Festival Choir presented choruses and 

arias from Handel’s “Messiah” on Palm Sunday. RYO Director Matthew Dell 

conducted. 


