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Kemble Connection Newsletter 

Kemble Church is a welcoming, caring, and faithful Christian 

 community offering hope and support to make a difference 

 in the world through God’s Word and our deeds. 
 

                         April-May, 2017 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pastor’s Page 
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything . . . 

Then you will experience God’s peace.” 

(Philippians 4:6-7 NLT) 

 
     Former Philadelphia Eagle wide receiver and radio 
announcer, Mike Quick, sparked my interest during 
the YMCA 25th Annual Gloucester County Mayors' 
Prayer Breakfast on December 1, 2016. As a former 
Chairperson of the YMCA Christian Emphasis 
Committee, I served on the Mayors' Prayer Breakfast 
Committee, which plans the annual event. For the 
25th annual event, we invited Ed Herr, President of 
the snack foods giant, Herr Foods, Inc., to be our 
special guest speaker with Mike Quick as co-speaker 
to talk about family and prayer. Both men, who are 
longtime friends and happened to have lost their 
mothers last year, took turns sharing life lessons 
they learned from their mothers. 
     Mr. Quick's words resonated with me as he 
shared how his mother lived a life of prayer, taught 
him how to pray and insisted he make prayer a 
priority in his life. He recounted many situations in 
his life when he called his mother to ask for advice 
and his mother would say, "Son, just pray." Mr. 
Quick recalled complaining about some injustice he 
encountered, to which his mother's response 
was, "Son, just pray." He called his mother to ask her 
opinion about a possible date, and to that, she 
said, "Son, just pray." No matter what the concern, 
he was lovingly reminded to "just pray." Mr. Quick 
convincingly shared that his mother's advice has 
been the guiding star in his success, first as a wide 
receiver and now as an announcer. 
     The advice of Mr. Quick's mom captures the very 
words of the Apostle Paul to the church in Philippi: 
"Don't worry about anything; instead pray about 
everything" (Philippians 4:6). Paul was particularly 
concerned about the disagreement between two 

 
 Christian women in the church, Euódia, and 
Syńtyche (Philippians 4:2). Paul's advice for handling 
conflict in the church is to spend little or no time on 
the seat of anxiety. Instead, he encourages 
Christians to spend much time in the secret place of 
prayer. 
     Like Mr. Quick and the church in Philippi, I too 
have been influenced to pray about everything. In 
1978 while a student of Oral Roberts University, 
traveling from Montclair, New Jersey to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, I stopped for the night in St. Louis, 
Missouri. During the night, the Lord spoke to me in a 
dream and impressed upon me that when faced with 
a circumstance, challenge, concern or condition, I 
was to make prayer my first response. Ordinarily, I 
was the kind of person who became anxious and 
acted first, then prayed later. God spoke to me that 
night and said, "I want you to make prayer your first 
response." "Seek first God's Kingdom and his 
righteousness" (Matthew 6:33).  
     While a person can take numerous actions and 
reactions in response to life's challenges and 
concerns, including those of the church, God's 
commands us to seek his guidance through prayer 
first. The Holy Spirit reminds me to make prayer my 
first response ever since that memorable night in St. 
Louis. Along with Mike Quick, I can attest to the fact 
that you will not only receive God's favor and divine 
guidance for your life but also, along with countless 
others, you will experience God's peace when you 
elevate the role of prayer in your life. Thanks be to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
     Let's pray!     
  ----   Pastor Mike 
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Trustees Report 
     Trustees Chair Robyn Austin introduced 

Kemble's Trustees and reported on their busy 

year during services on Sunday, March 12: 

     “It started when I received a call that there 

was a large sink hole on the side of the church. 

This turned out to be caused by the water line 

that had cracked and broken in several places. 

Also, the sewer line was found to be cracked and 

broken in several areas. This required immediate 

replacement of both lines. Of course, when one 

thing is fixed, another problem comes along: we 

then addressed the problems with the toilets in 

the building. Asphalt that had been put down 

after the oil tank removal had to be dug up again 

to replace the water and sewer lines. Then the 

area was re-paved.  

     “The freezer in the kitchen broke; a new 

freezer was generously purchased by Jim 

Johnson. 

     “The refrigerator broke shortly after; a new 

one was purchased. 

     “The refrigerator in the parsonage broke and 

was replaced. 

     “The phone system in the church was not 

reliable. We purchased new phones which our 

own Kevin Counsellor installed. (approximately 

7 hours of his time) 

     “The railing on the back steps broke in 

several areas. That was repaired and painted. 
     “We were able to replace the roof and gutters 

on the Christian Education building thanks to 

funds from the Kier Estate. Water damaged 

walls, due to the leaky roof, were repaired and 

painted. 

     “We have experienced problems with the 

heating system during the past few months. We 

are in the process of evaluating and correcting 

the issues. Thankfully, Ricky Clark was able to 

reset the system on many Saturday evenings and 

Sunday mornings. 

     “We are now looking at future projects: 

 The steeple needs more repair than 

anticipated. That is being evaluated. 

            The parsonage roof needs to be replaced. 

            The stained glass windows will need 

some restoration in the near future.   
            Raver Hall and the Carson Room need a 

facelift and some cosmetic work. 
 

     “Some projects will occur within the next few 

weeks: 

       Clean up and beautify the outside grounds of 

the church including, but not limited to: 

           Improve the look of our back steps. 

           Clean up the sign in front of the church 

and possibly replace the glass front. 
           Replace the broken and crumbled benches 

in the prayer garden. 
           Connie Beyer, our Nursery attendant, 

asked to plant seasonal flowers out front.     

Members of our Girl Scout Cadette Troop  

#63307 that meets here on Friday evenings under 

the leadership of Dawn Brasberger and Kemble 

member Cathy Hingley, and has been helping 

with our community lunches here every 3rd 

Saturday, have asked if they may get flowers and 

plant them in our prayer garden. 

           “The trustees have approved a “Nursery 

Facelift” proposed by Elizabeth Giedosh (see 

page 3). 

 

     “The Trustees are encouraged to feel an 

increasing vitality, vibrancy and cohesiveness 

among the committees, young people and 

congregation of this church. It's important to 

keep this church building in shape so that we can 

continue open our doors and invite people in.  

       

“How can you help? 

              Money (of course) and your time and 

skills. Remember the Kemble Preservation Fund 

that was started in May of 2012 to build funds 

specifically to preserve our church and its 

functions. You will see a place to check it off on 

your offering envelopes.” 
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Nursery Facelift 
--- by Elizabeth Giedosh 

     I plan to repaint the Nursery. I feel that it will 

look more welcoming and, most important, it 

will look happy and bright. The theme of the 

room will be Noah’s Ark. The walls will be a 

light blue. I think of putting the ark on one wall, 

with pairs of animals around the room. The 

animals on the walls will bring the children joy, 

and the parents will know they are having fun.  

     I am very grateful to have this opportunity 

and for all the helpers that are going to be a part 

of this wonderful project. 

 

Kemble Scholastic Assistance 

Applications Due May 8 
     Student members of Kemble enrolled in post-

high school programs of study may apply for 

Scholastic Assistance by completing and 

submitting an application to the church office by 

3:30 p.m. May 8, according to Committee Chair 

Bob Catando. Three $3000 awards will be 

presented on June 11.  

     Past recipients may apply again. Money will 

be sent directly to the enrolling institution, and 

must be utilized within a year of being selected 

for the award.  

     Other loan and scholarship opportunities are 

available through the United Methodist Church. 

Please visit the website: 

http://www.gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships. 

 

Baptism and Eggs and Herbs – Oh, 

My! -  at 'Bethel for Kids' Sunday School 
     During morning worship on March 19, 

Barrett Sims, age 13, one of our teen assistants in 

the Sunday School, was baptized. Barrett had 

approached Pastor Mike and asked to be 

baptized.  The children were in church and 

witnessed the event. They were fascinated to see 

someone they knew be baptized. They sat around 

him and gave him a small gift during the 

Children's Sermon. There was not a dry eye in 

the house. Barrett's mom, Colleen Tighe, teaches 

the 1st & 2nd grade class. Barrett helps with the 

collection and other tasks. 

     Since Sunday School goes thru 6th grade, and 

we do not have a traditional youth group at this 

point, two of our teens now help us and stay 

engaged. Elizabeth Giedosh assists in the 

Nursery. The little ones and the teachers love her 

help. 

     On April 15, some 20 children ages 3-12 

hunted Easter Eggs in the Prayer Garden.  

Grandchildren of some Kemble members came 

also; we loved that and so did they. 

     We look forward to planting time in May 

when the kids will create an ‘Herbs of the Bible’ 

garden in the Prayer Garden. They will learn 

how each of the plants were used in Bible times. 

They will be touching and smelling as well as 

getting dirty doing some of the digging. 

     June 18th will be the last Sunday for classes 

until September. We will celebrate by taking our 

teachers and their spouses to lunch. We are 

thankful for this year of learning and growth for 

all of us. 

http://www.gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarship
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Summer Music Camp Returns! 
     We are excited to announce, for the second 

year, a week of Summer Music Camp for our 

children and the children of the community. It 

will run August 7 thru the 11th.  Last year’s camp 

was a total success, concluding with an 

inspirational closing ceremony. Some children 

who came to last summer’s Music Camp now 

attend Sunday School. Online registration will 

start in June. 

      Although Kemble does not have Sunday 

School in the summer, Nursery for children up to 

age 3 will continue thru the summer. 

 

Stewardship Education Evening 

Planned for the Fall 
     The Finance Committee and Trustees have 

worked together for years to manage our assets 

and to handle the financial needs of our church.  

Recently the Trustees met with our former D. S., 

Rev. Bob Costello, to plan a stewardship 

education evening.   

     Quite simply, we will meet for a time of 

fellowship and share a discussion about the three 

aspects of stewardship. Then we’ll hear a 

presentation of information needed in planning 

our estates – particularly through wills that 

include Kemble United Methodist Church in the 

bequests.  We’ll take no offerings that evening.  

It will be a free educational event in which we 

hope to water the seed of generosity that is 

already planted within each of us. 

Memorial Plaques Unveiled 
     Recently deceased Kemble members 

Margaret (Peggy) Ballistreri and Gloria Mills 

were honored with memorial plaques unveiled 

on March 12.  

     Peggy had been a member of Kemble from 

1936 until her death last November. Her son, 

Rick Ballistreri, and his family are Kemble 

members. Her parents, Edith and Sherman 

Yeiter, were also members. 

     Gloria Mills joined the church in 1960 and 

was an active member until her sudden death last 

August. Her daughter and son-in-law, Barbara 

and Greg Kimball, are Kemble members. 

 

 
 

     Some twenty Kemble members joined 

members of other GWCM congregations to read 

and discuss Creed, by Adam Hamilton 

(Cokesbury, 2016). His analysis and 

commentary on the Apostles' Creed gave added 

meaning to the Lenten season. Each chapter 

expanded on a section or phrase of the creed. 

Each of the sessions was led by a different 

person, including Rev. Christine Regan, pastor at 

St. Stephens; Carla Romarte-Knipel, pastor at 

Central Baptist; our own Pastor Harriott; 

Norwood Cuff, pastor at Campbell AME; and 

Jerry Washko, member at Holy Angels. 

 

4th Annual Friends & Family  

      Kemble welcomed friends and family 

members to services on April 2. Adding to the 

festive atmosphere were presentations by the 

children of Bethel for Kids Sunday School and 

The Spiritual Five from Mt. Zion-Wesley UM 

Church in Wenonah.  

     Pastor Hal J. Russell, Chaplain and head of 

the Spiritual Care Department, Inspira Medical 

Center, spoke briefly on 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, in 

which Paul exhorts Christians to be proactive in 
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comforting. Rev. Russell encouraged us to 

consider volunteering with his department at the 

hospital. Pastor Mike’s sermon, The Third 

Temptation, concluded his series on the 

temptations of Jesus. 

 

     Following the service, nearly 100 members 

and guests enjoyed a delicious lunch in Raver 

Hall.  

 

 

 

  Many thanks to Carol and Tony Delucas and 

helpers Florence and Ray Barford and Karen and 

Mike Perrone for making it a wonderful time of 

food and fellowship. 

 

 
 

 

Church Family 
   Baptisms:  

 February 12 -  Ethan David Holodnak and  

   Luke James Darlington 

 March 19 – Barrett Raymond Sims 

 

   Deaths: 

  February 3 – Ruth Hart of Woodbury 

  March 10 – Shirley Firman of Woodbury 

  April 3 – Ramon Putnam of Woodbury 

     Ray had served as pastor at Haines Neck, 

Ebenezer and then Aura United Methodist 

Churches.          
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Lenten Musical 

     The Senior Choir presented Joseph Martin’s 

cantata, Whisper of the Palms, at both services 

on March 26. Pam Fuller narrated. 

 

Farewell, Mark 
      Music Director Mark McKeever has 

resigned. We enjoyed his brief sojourn among 

us. We wish him well. 

     Staff-Parish Relations Chair Michael Razze 

invites applications for the position.     

 

UMC Pitman (Pitman Manor) 

Auxiliary 
      As you do your spring cleaning, remember to 

set aside items for the September 30 Yard Sale! 

Items may be brought to the Pitman Methodist 

Church (site of the sale) on September 28 and 

29. Items desired include collectibles, baked 

goods, housewares, books, jewelry, seasonal 

decorations. No clothes, please.  

     The Auxiliary accepts monetary donations at 

any time. Funds are used to obtain equipment 

that may not be covered by the institution's 

budget and to enhance the quality of life for 

residents. Residents are most appreciative of the 

Auxiliary-sponsored Christmas party and gift of 

postage stamps, as well as monthly birthday 

parties throughout the year. 

     Please contact Henrietta Sauter if you would 

like to join the Auxiliary or make a donation. 

 

Saints Prison Ministry 
     The congregation was blessed to hear Jim 

Jefferson speak at services on January 22. Jim is 

a Gloucester County Freeholder and Missionary 

Athlete with the Saints Prison Ministry, and it 

was as the latter that he spoke. The organization 

sends athletic teams into prisons to compete with 

inmate teams and sponsors a pen pal ministry to 

inmates, among other activities. To learn more 

about the work of the 'Saints', please visit the 

website: www.saintsprisonministry.org. In 

following up on the information found there, 

your editors received this message from Jay 

Thatcher, the Northeast Regional Director of the 

Saints Prison Ministry: 

   “… We are so blessed by the generosity of 

churches and individuals who have partnered 

with our ministry to reach prisoners with the love 

God. If any of your members would like to 

explore volunteer opportunities or sign up for 

our newsletter, please have them email me at 

jthatcher@saintsprisonministry.org. 

     “In the Northeast our PA & NJ Basketball 

Teams, and our NJ Soccer Team are just 

finishing up their season of ministry in which 

thousands of men have been touched by the 

Gospel. We ask for prayer and support for our 

upcoming Softball Season as our PA & NJ Team 

begin their ministry in the beginning of May. 

     The ministry takes its inspiration from 

Romans 10:15: … how can they hear without 

someone preaching to them? And how can 

anyone preach unless they are sent? How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring the good 

news. 

 

 

Remember www.kembleumc.org  
when you wish to hear a recorded sermon or 

make a prayer request, need to register for an 

event (such as PTO), make a donation, purchase 

altar flowers, or just keep up with what’s 

happening at Kemble! 

 

 

 

http://www.saintsprisonministry.org/
mailto:jthatcher@saintsprisonministry.org
http://www.kembleumc.org/
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    Julia Magill, Miss Avalon 2017, hosted a 

Yoga fund-raiser at the church on April 19, led 

by instructor Amy Smith. The Miss Avalon 

pageant is part of the Miss America organization, 

a leading advocate for women's education and 

the largest provider of scholarship assistance to 

young women in the United States. Julia thanks 

the participants and donors who helped her  raise 

over $500 for the Children’s Miracle Network 

Hospitals, one of the Miss America charities. 

She will compete for the title of Miss New 

Jersey in June. 

 

 

   *  * * * * 

 

 

Kemble Mousepads, featuring pictures of the 

stained glass windows, are on sale for $5. 

 

There are a few Church directories still 

remaining in Fellowship Hall. They are free!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Coming Events 
 
Every third Saturday, Noon – Community Lunch 
 
May 8, Monday - Scholastic Assistance applications 
due 
 
May 14, Sunday – special Mother’s Day services; 
Tammy Razze, speaker 
 
June 4, Sunday - Summer schedule of services 
begins, 8:30 and 10 a.m. 
 
June 8 – items due for the June issue of Kemble 
Connection 
 
June 18, Sunday – last Bethel Sunday School 
classes until September 
 
July 10-14 – Vacation Bible School at The 
Presbyterian Church  *Volunteers are still needed.* 
 
August 7–11 - Music Camp at Kemble 
 
September 10, Sunday – Bethel Sunday School 
classes resume 

 
September 28 and 29, Thursday and Friday – Items 
received for Pitman Auxiliary Yard Sale 
 
September 30, Saturday – Pitman Auxiliary Yard Sale 

 

 

 

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
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Kemble Memorial United Methodist Church 

19 S. Broad Street 

Woodbury, New Jersey 08096 

 

 

Address Service Requested 
 

 

 

 

(856) 845-1627 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

www.kembleumc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Michael Harriott 

Editors: Joan Zumoff and Grace Holdcraft 

 

 

Sunday Services: 

8:30 & 10:45 a.m 

 

Sunday School: 

Nursery through 6th grade – 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
Children Wave Palm Branches on Palm Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Sanctuary Choir Singing at Easter Service 2017 
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