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Kemble Connection Newsletter 

Kemble Church is a welcoming, caring, and faithful Christian 

 community offering hope and support to make a difference 

 in the world through God’s Word and our deeds. 

 

      February, 2017 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Pastor’s Page 
“Put On The Full Armor Of God”     (Ephesians 6:11) 

 
     When I was five years old, I missed several days 
from school because I was sick. I had a temperature of 
more than one hundred degrees. As I lay in bed, my 
little body drenched with perspiration, I was becoming 
increasingly listless. 
     I lived in Jamaica at the time, and I don’t remember 
being visited by a doctor. I do remember, though, 
being visited by my grandmother. We called her 
Granny; others called her Grandma Fletcher. She was 
near 80 years old.  
     Granny was known in our family and her church as 
a “Prayer Warrior.” Prayer Warriors believe that, as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, they have enlisted in the 
Lord's army and therefore have an assignment to pray 
– a ministry of prayer. Granny believed that prayer is a 
spiritual weapon that can overcome the fiercest 
enemy.  
     There are many enemies in life. Sometimes the 
enemy is sickness, sin, or even Satan. Sometimes the 
enemy is a school bully or a terrorist plotting an evil 
act. The enemy could be a spirit of intolerance, 
injustice, hate, or prejudice. 
     My grandmother defeated the enemy of sickness 
that very day she came to visit me. Granny laid her 
hand on me. She prayed for me to get well. No sooner 
than she left the room, the fever broke. I got up, had 
some soup, regained my strength, and the next day I 
returned to school. 
     I firmly believe God is calling each of us to be 
"Prayer Warriors." To be a Prayer Warrior, I must 
learn to pray. Every disciple of Jesus should learn to 
pray – Jesus taught his disciples to pray (Luke 11:1). 
John Wesley, the founder of The United Methodist 
Church, said, “God does nothing except in response to 
prayer.” God’s word explains that there are enemies, 

(spiritual forces) that will not be defeated except 
through prayer. 
     My restoration of good health depended upon my 
grandmother’s prayer. Someone else's life situation 
depends on your prayer. The way forward for the 
United Methodist Church depends on our prayers. 
     Bishop John Schol invites all United Methodists in 
Greater New Jersey to join him in "Praying Our Way 
Forward." The Council of Bishops' prayer initiative 
began January 1, 2017, and continues through Spring, 
2018. Each conference is registered to participate for 
a week of prayer, and Greater New Jersey has been 
assigned the week of January 29, 2017. I have 
registered our church's commitment to pray each day 
of this week. Please join Bishop Schol, Greater New 
Jersey Methodists, and me in praying our way forward 
for the unity and mission of The United Methodist 
Church. 
     If politicians could solve the problems in our 
communities, our communities would be better 
places. If money could solve the problems of life, 
America would have fewer problems. If weapons of 
war could bring peace, the world would be a peaceful 
place. In contrast, God said in his word “The prayer of 
a righteous person is powerful and effective” (James 
5:16b). 
     Therefore, “put on the full armor of God so that you 
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes” 
(Ephesians 6:11).  Someone’s life depends upon your 
prayer. 
 
Let's pray! 
 
Pastor Mike 
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Advent / Christmas Highlights -- 
 

Dinner & A Movie – December 6 
   "It was a hectic but fun time!" reports organizer 

Dee Ballistreri. "We ended up with 16 kids and 23 

adults responding to our invitation. We started out 

with a kid-friendly dinner of sloppy joes, ham, 

macaroni & cheese, applesauce, salad and chips, 

with cupcakes and cookies for dessert. The short 

animated film "The Very First Noel" told the story 

of the three Wise Men's visit to the baby Jesus in a 

fun and informative way. 

 
Afterward the children joined the family carol 

sing, and were given a gift from Kemble, 

reminding them that "Jesus loves you, and so do 

we."  

 

Thanks to All! 
   Worship during Advent and Christmas was 

enhanced by the lights candles, garlands and 

ribbons arranged artfully in the sanctuary by a 

team of volunteer decorators. In the chapel, 

Clara’s Mitten tree was burdened with warm hats, 

gloves, socks and assorted gifts for the children at 

the Woodbury Child Development Center.  

The Angel Tree in the front of the sanctuary was 

surrounded by gifts from church members for 

children of incarcerated parents. According to 

Angel Tree coordinator Joy Wagner, "We served 

20 children this Christmas, ages ranging from 1 

year old to 17. All families were most 

appreciative. Thanks to those who purchased gifts 

and to those who delivered them. We helped make 

Christmas a little brighter for these families. God 

Bless you!" 

 

Kemble Kids Celebrate!   
   The children of Kemble presented a Christmas 

Eve pageant to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. The 

Christmas Eve Family service was alive with the 

hymns of the season, a beautiful solo presentation 

by Hadden DeCant of “Silent Night” and 

culminated with the children presenting the story 

of our Savior’s birth.   

   Special thanks to Heather Barford and her 

“team” of carpenters that transformed the altar 

into a stable fit for a king. Thanks as well to the 

efforts of the pageant committee, Heather Barford, 

Pam Fuller, Colleen Tighe and Bev Wellons; 

without their assistance, the pageant would have 

failed. I’d also like to thank the parents for 

allowing their children to participate. Most 

importantly, I’d like to thank the children - 

whether they portrayed a role, read, sang or 

ushered – each one helped make the evening a 

huge success and made my job as director joyful 

and easy!   

   Thank you again for giving me the privilege to 

work with the youngest members of Kemble!   

-- Jill Magill 
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Welcome!  

Mark McKeever, Music Director 
  Mark McKeever, Kemble’s new Music Director, 

says he is thrilled and blessed to hold this title!  

Now 41, he has been playing the organ since he 

was 15; his work with choral groups is extensive 

and has been widely praised. Mark is a graduate of 

the Philadelphia High School for the Creative and 

Performing Arts and holds a BA in Church Music 

from Westminster Choir College. In addition to 

piano and organ, Mark is also an accomplished 

flute player. 

   

Mark, wife Jessica and 4-month-old daughter 

Braelyn Marie live near Cooper Hospital in 

Camden. He is a Flyers hockey fan and a certified 

golf instructor! He enjoys cooking, swears by his 

pressure cooker, and offers to share his 

grandmother’s recipe for Hamburger Soup. 

 

Youth Director Position Remains 

Open 
Staff-Parish Relations Chair Michael Razze 

invites qualified applicants to view the job 

description for Kemble Youth Director. It may be 

found on the 'Our Ministries' page on the Kemble 

website,  http://www.kembleumc.org/our-

ministries/ . Under Youth Group, simply click on 

the button that says "We're Hiring!! Youth 

Director Job Description".  Folks are also 

welcome to call the office or 

email office@kembleumc.org to ask for it.  
 

New February Rehearsal Schedule for 

Sanctuary Choir 
     Jill Magill, Director of the Sanctuary Choir 

(children in grades 1-6), announces  a new 

rehearsal schedule for February: Sunday mornings 

at 10 a.m. (except February 12). She hopes this 

will enable more children to join the choir. 
 

Scholastic Assistance Committee 

Resumes Work 
   We welcome Danielle Jackson to the Scholastic 

Assistance Committee, bringing its membership to 

seven. The Kemble Scholastic Assistance program 

has been awarding scholarships since 1985, and 

has been successful in awarding three $3000 

scholarships for the past several years. This is due 

to generous donations from the membership, as 

well as wise investments by the committee.  

   The committee will hold its first meeting on 

Wednesday, March 22, at 7 p.m., according to 

Chairperson Bob Catando. At that time, the 

committee will discuss money available for 

scholarships, dates for applications to be competed 

and returned. At meetings in June, recipients will 

be chosen and dates for the awards to be presented 

will be determined. Assisting Bob as officers of 

the committee are Secretary Bunny Stubblebine 

and Treasurer Bunny Wilson.  

 

 

 

News for the next issue of the Kemble 

Connection will be April 13. We will hold 

publication until after Easter, April 16, to 

permit inclusion of Easter pictures.  

 

http://www.kembleumc.org/our-ministries/
http://www.kembleumc.org/our-ministries/
mailto:office@kembleumc.org
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UMW Sunday Observed January 29 
   Members of Kemble’s United Methodist 

Women (UMW) led Sunday services on January 

29 with a selection of familiar hymns and an 

inspiring message by Co-President Jill Magill. She 

spoke about shoes – how we choose the most 

appropriate shoes for our activities, how we need 

to ‘walk a mile’ in 

someone else’s 

shoes, how as 

Christians we may 

be called to stand 

firm in the shoes we 

have chosen.  

The UMW is one of 

the oldest 

organizations in the 

Methodist Church. 

Its stated purpose is 

to “Be a community 

of women whose 
purpose is to know 

God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the global 
ministries of the church.” 

   In the December issue of The Relay, newsletter 

of the New Jersey General Conference, Bishop 

Schol commended the UMW for adapting itself 

and its goals in changing times: 
“… the UMW has continued to remake itself. They 
have focused on resettlement for refugees and 
immigrants to women’s rights, to addressing 
poverty among women, children and care for the 
environment. The UMW was once known as the 
Women’s Aid Society, the Ladies Aid Society and 
The Women’s Society of Christian Service… With 
each new name the organization was adapting 
their mission to the new environment and needs 
in which women found themselves. Today, the 
UMW is one of the strongest organizations in The 
United Methodist Church.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jeff Wagner 
 
 

     I grew up in 

Woodbury in the 

50’s and early 60’s 

and have been 

worshipping with 

the Kemble congregation since 1952…64 years. 

Over the years, I have served as member and 

Chairperson of Staff-Parish Relations Committee, 

and member of the Missions and Outreach 

Committee. I went on a Mission Trip to Pass 

Christian, Mississippi, for post-Katrina clean-up. 

Currently, I am a member of the Board of 

Trustees, Altar 

Guild and Men’s 

Discipleship. 

     I loved living in 

Woodbury as a child 

and am proud to say 

that I attended 

school from K-12 in 

the same building. 

Yes, my elementary, 

junior high and high 

school classes were 

all on the same 

grounds and virtually in the same building.  

     After graduating from high school, I attended 

and graduated from Union College in 1968, a 

small liberal arts Methodist college in 

Barbourville, Kentucky. Dr. Neal Raver, former 

pastor at Kemble, recommended this college to my 

parents as a place where their son would receive a 

good Christian education without all the 

distractions that many colleges and universities 

faced during the turbulent 60’s. The best part of 

going to college is that it was where I met my 

future wife, Joy. She had found her way to Union 

College on the advice of her uncle, a Methodist 

pastor in New York.  

     After Joy and I graduated in May 1968, we 

were married in August at The First Methodist 
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Church of Astoria, in Astoria, Queens, NY. One 

week later we began our first jobs: Joy teaching 

6th grade in the West End School in Woodbury 

and me teaching high school Social Studies at 

Gateway Regional High School. Unfortunately, 

the newlyweds’ bubble was about to break. In 

January 1969, I received my draft notice from 

Uncle Sam. I was permitted to finish out the 

school year and in June was inducted into the U.S. 

Army. By now, Joy was pregnant with our first 

child. On November 27, 1969 my daughter Jill 

was born; 12 days later I left for Vietnam as a 

Medic.  

     I will never be able to forget the next 12 

months for as long as I live. Believe me, I’ve tried. 

There is no honor in war. I found it to be 

everything that is evil. It accomplishes nothing 

and only perpetuates more war between the human 

race. I believe that Jesus would agree with my 

assessment. Believe it or not, I found that if I had 

to be a soldier, I was fine with being a Medical 

Corpsman. Following my discharge from the 

Army after two years, I returned to my teaching 

position at Gateway H.S. There I remained for the 

next 7 years before teaching 3 years in the West 

Deptford Middle School. 

     I enjoyed teaching but always longed to be 

involved in the healthcare field. It was the one 

positive that I took with me when I left the Army. 

So, I left teaching, returned to college, and spent 

the next 30 years as a Registered Nurse. I worked 

in the areas of Mental Health, Occupational 

Health, Operating Room and, for the last 15 years 

of my career, in Alcohol and Drug Addiction, 

before retiring in 2012.  

     In retirement, I have been busy volunteering 2 

days a week with the Veterans Administration, 

both at the VA Medical Center in Philadelphia and 

at the Gloucester VA Clinic in Sewell. I became 

involved with the VA for rather selfish reasons. 

I’ve had health issues that are attributed to direct 

exposure to Agent Orange, a toxic herbicide that 

was used in Vietnam to defoliate the jungle and 

destroy the enemy’s food source, rice. My 

volunteering surrounds me with other veterans 

who I can relate to. Each day I see many who are 

far worse off than myself. Try volunteering 

somewhere…you will be surprised how good it 

feels helping others!!! Retirement is great. Joy and 

I spend as much time as possible with our two 

children: Jill and her family in Chester Springs, 

PA and Jason and his family in Oviedo, FL. They 

have given us 5 very cool grandchildren: Grace, 

18; Cooper, 15; Chase, 8; Brody, 6; and Allie, 2. 

With Joy at my side and our Kemble family, life 

could not be better.  

God Bless, Jeff  

 

Men’s Discipleship  
   Now in its fourth year, the Men’s Discipleship 

continues to serve our church. Its goals have been, 

and will continue to be, “to train and equip MEN 

to be disciples of Christ, to discover our God-

given spiritual gifts, to build ourselves up in the 

faith, to build up our families spiritually, and to 

build up our church and community for the 

transformation of the world to the glory of God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Meetings are held 

on the first Monday evening of the month.  

   The men also enjoy gathering socially. Sixteen 

attended the December Christmas dinner, hosted 

by Carol and Tony Delucas. The group will host 

the receptions after second service during March. 

 

Kemble Kitchen Community Lunch  
   One of the ways our members serve our church 

and the area surrounding Woodbury is with the 

monthly 

“Kemble 

Kitchen 

Community 

Lunch” 

program, 

founded with 

Pastor Mike's 

encouragement 

in November, 

2015. The 

discipleship 

members and 

numerous 

volunteers 
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served over 90 persons in September; at the most 

recent luncheon held on January 21, over 70 were 

served.  

   The lunch committee, chaired by Paul McMahon 

and Tony DeLucas, is looking for persons who 

may be able to cook and otherwise assist in food 

preparation for the May through December, 2017 

lunches, held on the third Saturday of each month. 

Please contact Paul at 856-848-1922 or Tony at 

856-589-0774 if you can help in any way. Each 

month greeters, servers, set up and cleanup crews 

are needed in addition to cooks. 

 

Church Family 
   Maeve McKenna Lawrence, daughter of Edward 

and Lindsay Lawrence of Deptford, was baptized 

on January 15. 

   We welcome Darla Rodebaugh and Joseph 

Sautner of Woodbury and Edward and Lindsay 

Lawrence who joined on February 5. 

   We extend condolences to the families of 

William Weimar and Alma Taylor who passed 

away in January. 

 

Tuesday Shoppers Needed 
   When 

Pitman 

Manor (now 

United 

Methodist 

Communi-

ties at 

Pitman) 

opened in 

1985, it was 

Kemble’s 

late Eleanor 

Weatherby 

who 

identified 

the need for 

volunteers to    Henrietta discusses resident Lisa Huang’s  

shop for the                    order with her. 

residents who had no family to help shop for their 

personal needs. Since then, many Kemble 

members and other volunteers have filled this role. 

They go every Tuesday morning to take the 

residents’ orders, go to ShopRite to fill them, then 

deliver the goods to the residents. 

    New volunteers are needed from time to time, 

when others can no longer perform this service for 

various reasons. If you would like to become a 

once-per-month Tuesday Shopper, please contact 

Henrietta Sauter at 856-468-1423. Suggestion: 

husband and wife teams work well! 

 

Bethel for Children Sunday School Is 

Growing 
  -- Pam Fuller, Supt. and Bev Wellons, Assistant 

   After a Breakfast Kickoff in September, 2016, 

we began Bethel for Children Sunday School. 

Since then, attendance has grown to some 20 

children in classes from age 4 through sixth grade 

and several infants/toddlers in our Nursery, where 

Nursery Attendant Connie Byers, a retired nurse, 

is assisted by an adult volunteer and a teen. 

   Our teachers and their teenage helpers share the 

Gospel in ways appropriate for each age group. 

The children are interacting, playing games, 

listening, learning and smiling -  a lot. 

   In the spring, our Sunday School will be 

involved in planting a Bible Herb Garden as part 

of Kemble's Prayer Garden. Our teachers are in 

the early planning stages for a music-based 

Sunday School for all the children this summer.  

     We feel God at work in our midst. 

The Youth Voice Advisory Council of the 

Kids Caring Foundation in Pitman announces 

its 2nd Annual “Tooshies & Tootsies” Drive. 

Last year’s goal of 100 packages of new 

underwear and socks yielded 500 packages 

collected. Since this basic necessity is the #1 

requested item by those in need, this year the 

goal has been set at 1000! Donations will be 

divided between two charities: Angels of God 

in Pitman, and The Sunday LOVE project, 

which helps the homeless in Philadelphia. 

Members will personally deliver these items to 

both organizations sometime in March. A box 

for your donations during February is in the 

Chapel. Thank you! 
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Lenten Studies and Services 
   The Greater Woodbury Cooperative Ministries 

announces its schedule of Lenten studies and 

services.  

   The Ash Wednesday service will be held on 

Wednesday, March 1, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Stephen's 

Lutheran Church.  

   The Good Friday service will be held on Friday, 

April 14, at noon at Kemble.  

   The Easter Sunrise service will be held on 

Sunday, April 16, at 6:30 a.m. at St. Stephens. 

 

The Lenten study series will use Adam Hamilton's 

book, "Creed: What Christians Believe and Why". 

From the GWCM flyer:  

     "We're all searching. Sometimes the search is 

easy: simply type a question and the answer pops 

up. But sometimes our questions are complicated, 

and the answers are difficult to see and harder to  

articulate. How do we discover and examine the 

truths that give meaning and purpose to life? 

Adam Hamilton believes that some powerful 

answers are contained in the Apostles' Creed, an 

early statement of foundational Christian beliefs. 

     "In this book for Lent, Easter and beyond, 

Hamilton* considers important questions of life, 

reality and truth. He explores not only what 

Christians believe, but also why they believe it 

and why it matters." 

     Led by GWCM clergy, study sessions will be 

held on Tuesday evenings March 7 – April 11 at 7 

p.m. at the Presbyterian Church. To register, 

please call the Kemble office at 856-845-1627, or 

email office@kembleumc.org.  

 
*Adam Hamilton is pastor of the United Methodist Church 

of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, one of the fastest-

growing, most highly visible churches in the country. He 

was appointed to the President's Advisory Council on Faith-

based and Neighborhood Partnerships by President Obama. 

 

The Neighborhood Center in Camden 

presents the first event in its  

2017 Concert Series: 

 
A Live Performance by Maestro Richard Alston! 

 

 

What: Maestro Richard Alston in Camden! 

Date: Sunday, February 19th 2017  

Time: 4 p.m. 

Where: Parkside United Methodist Church 

1418 Kaighn Avenue 

*Free Admission* 

The Maestro is a brilliant African American 

classical pianist on a mission to raise awareness of 

the beauty of classical music in our community.  

Please share this message with your groups and 

organizations and be sure to bring the youth in 

your life along with you, for this performance will 

surely inspire them to reach for the stars! 

 
 This concert series is made possible by the Frank & Lydia 

Bergen Foundation and presented by The Neighborhood 

Center and our Camden City partner organizations. While 

admission is free, your generous donations will support the 

mission of The Neighborhood Center and its partnership 

with the Parkside United Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@kembleumc.org
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Kemble Memorial United Methodist Church 

19 S. Broad Street 

Woodbury, New Jersey 08096 

 

 

Address Service Requested 
 

 

 

 

(856) 845-1627 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

www.kembleumc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Michael Harriott 

Editors: Grace Holdcraft and Joan Zumoff 

 

 

Sunday Services: 

8:30 & 10:45 a.m 

 

Sunday School: 

Nursery through 6th grade – 10:45 a.m. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Every third Saturday at noon – Kemble Kitchen 

Community Lunch 

 

Now through February 28 – “Tooshies and 

Tootsies” Drive 

 

Sundays February 19 and 26 at 10 a.m. – 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, February 19 at 4 p.m. – Maestro Richard 

Alston, piano, at Parkside UMC, presented by The 

Neighborhood Center in Camden 

 

Wednesday, March 1, at 7:30 p.m. - GWCM Ash 

Wednesday service at St. Stephen's Lutheran  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church 

    

Tuesdays March 7 – April 11 at 7 p.m. - GWCM  

Lenten Study at The Presbyterian Church 

 

*** Sunday, April 2 – Kemble Family and 

Friends Services and Luncheon; sign up by 

March 26 *** 

 

Friday, April 14, at noon - GWCM Good Friday 

service at Kemble 

 

Sunday, April 16, at 6:30 a.m. - GWCM Easter 

Sunrise service at St. Stephens 
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