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Kemble Connection 
 

Kemble Church is a welcoming, caring, and faithful Christian communi-
ty offering hope and support to make a difference in the world 

through God’s Word and our deeds.  

October 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Page - Practicing Radical Hospitality 
 

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers.”  
(Hebrews 13:2) 

 

What did Samuel and the Samaritans have in common? They practiced radical hospitality (1 Samuel 9:22/
John 4:40). What teaching did Peter and Paul have in common? They taught Christ's disciples to practice rad-
ical hospitality (1 Peter 4:9/Romans 12:13). 
 

Before I began my pastoral duties at Kemble Memorial United Methodist Church, Sherron Laurrell wrote a 
fine article introducing my family and me to the Kemble Church family. During the interview, Sherron asked 
me, “What can the members of Kemble do to make you, Pamela and your daughters feel welcome quickly?” 
I expressed my hope that Kemble members would invite us into their hearts and homes. 
 

The early Apostles encouraged the churches to “practice hospitality." The word hospitality means “strange 
love.” The directive is to be loving and kind to strangers. “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares” (Hebrews 13:2). My family and I welcome this spiritual gift of hos-
pitality from the Kemble Church family, and it is inspiring to know that the practice of this spiritual gift, radi-
cal hospitality, is not limited to the Harriotts.   
 

Kemble Church members’ hearts and homes are open to others. I have seen first-hand the time, talents and 
treasures you give to provide a safety net for needy families, the homeless, the poor and the destitute. Jesus 
teaches that the mark of true disciples is love. “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you 
have love for one another” (John 13:35). Hospitality is love in action.  Hospitality is welcoming the stranger. 
Hospitality is opening your hearts and homes to others, sharing with God’s people, and creating new places 
for new people. 
               ------  Continued on page 5 

JAM (Jesus and Me) Choir Forming 
     
At the end of Kemble’s Music Camp this summer, 
Music Director Brett Pardue invited campers to be 
the nucleus of the new JAM Choir. It appeared in 
public for the first time at Kemble’s Community 
Showcase during the Woodbury Fall Festival. 
 
New members are always welcome! Open to children 
ages 8 and up, the group rehearses at the church for 
an hour every Thursday at 6 p.m. during the school 
year. 
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Sixty-five students aged 5 to 14 
thronged Kemble’s rooms August 7-
11 for the second annual free Music 
Camp. For 3 hours each morning, 
they enjoyed classes in singing, 
square dancing, musical games and 
music fundamentals. Each day’s ses-
sion began with devotions and end-
ed with a free lunch. 
 
On Friday, some 100 friends and 
family members attended the clos-
ing program and reception that fol-
lowed. 

 

 

 

 

Summer Music Camp  

At Capacity - 

65 Students Enrolled! 
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From the Organ Bench 
 
Dear congregation, 
 
It is incredible how quickly my first few months at Kem-
ble Memorial UMC have flown by... it is also encourag-
ing to reflect on just how much has been accomplished 
in such a brief time: 
 

• continued growth of the Senior Choir 
• transition from recorded to live music for the 

10:45am service Praise-and-Worship selection 
• addition of two new instruments (keyboard and 

djembe drum) to augment Worship experience  
• substantially increased attendance of our summer 

Music Camp  
• installation of a community youth choir (JAM Youth 

Choir)  
• presentation of a large-scale community music 

event (Kemble Memorial UMC Fall Festival Show-
case) 

 

I owe the successes of these past few months to the 
encouragement, talent, and dedication of those who 
have participated in our Music Ministry at Kemble: 
 

Senior Choir Members: Diana Ballistreri, Steve Bruce, 
Nancy Bruszka, Jane Butler, Tony DeLucas, Doug Fuller, 
Andrea Giedosh, Allison Gross, Linda Haigh, Barbara 
Kimmel, Jim Krauss, Donna Lightcap, Jill Magill, Tishoni 
Moment, Joan Zumoff 
 

Praise Team: Luis Bonilla & Paul Jackson, Jr. (visual/
audio), Allison Gross, Pamela Harriott, Dave Shamlian 
 

Guest Musicians/Soloists: Hadden DeCant, Erica Finnie, 
Allison Gross, Pamela Harriott, Joan Zumoff 
 

Members of the Sanctuary Choir and its director, Jill 
Magill; members of the JAM and Chancel Choirs,  -and 
their parents!- and the many volunteers of the 2017 
Summer Music Camp. 
 

Thank you all so, so much for sharing your time and en-
riching our worship at Kemble with your gift of music!!! 
 

As we near the Advent Season, the Senior Choir will 
continue its tradition of excellence. In addition to our 
standard offerings of traditional anthems, spirituals, 
and Southern gospel, we’ll be throwing in a few rhyth-
mic pieces, some new twists on time-honored hymns, 
and a touch of African rhythm! We will plan to join with 
the Sanctuary and Chancel choirs throughout the sea-
son to present special  

musical offerings, as well as be joined intermittently 
by our newest ensemble, the JAM Choir, to add 
even more liveliness to our 10:45am worship ser-
vices through spirituals and African-influenced an-
thems! 
 
If you are interested in singing for our special Ad-
vent selections, including: 
 

- 2017 Christmas Cantata, "Hope!" a Gospel 
Christmas Celebration by Joel Raney 

- excerpts from Händel's, "Messiah" 
 
... or to join the Senior Choir in singing classic Christ-
mas Carols for our December Sunday Services, 
please email me at:  brett.pardue@yahoo.com  or 
speak to me in person and let me know of your in-
terest! 
 
It is truly an honor to be among such a remarkable 
family of talented, fun, dedicated, loving Christians. 
Thank you so much for your continued support of 
our Ministry and of our church. This season promis-
es to be nothing short of amazing...I can’t wait to 
continue worshiping with you!  
 
On a personal note, thank you all for welcoming Alli-
son and me so generously as part of your church 
family. We deeply enjoy worshiping with you, and 
look forward to many more Sunday mornings! 

             ~Brett M. Pardue 

 

     Brett to be Installed Sunday! 
 
     Share our joy and thankfulness for Brett’s 
presence among us at his installation as Kem-
ble’s Director of Music Ministry and Organ-
ist. Come to the 10:45 a.m. service this Sunday, 
October 22. Plan to stay to greet him at a re-
ception afterward. 

mailto:brett.pardue@yahoo.com
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Steeple Repair Completed 
 
     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At a recent WORC 
meeting, left to right: Bill 
Holdcraft, Pastor Mike, 
Grace Holdcraft, Robyn 
Austin and Gerald O’Con-
nor, president of WORC. 

Thanks to generous do-
nations from members 
and a grant from WORC, 
Woodbury Old-City Res-
toration Committee, de-
teriorated masonry in 
the steeple has been 
repaired with a durable 
type S cement to guar-
antee 25 more years. 
For the two-week job, 
workers used a crane to 
reach the 100-foot-high 
structure.  
 

Kemble Receives Donation from WORC 
 
      We thank WORC, Woodbury Old-City Restoration Committee, whose goal is historic preservation and res-
toration in the city, for its award to Kemble of $2500 toward the repair of the church steeple.  
     WORC was the vision of Kemble member John Holston after visiting Carlisle PA in the 1970s. One of the 
first people he recruited for the Board was fellow member Dr. Holdcraft. In recent years WORC has taken on 
the job of renovating abandoned houses for sale to upgrade residential areas. There are currently 240 such 
houses in the city.  
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Practicing Radical Hospitality, 
Pastor’s Page, continued from page 1 
 
Many thanks to John Sooy, Mary Jane Warfle, and Norma Warren who will open their hearts 
and homes to host the Advent of the Savior Bible Study "All I Want For Christmas." Each 
person has agreed to welcome ten Kemble members and friends into their homes this Ad-
vent: November 28, and December 5, 12, and 19th. Many thanks to Carol DeLucas, Donna 
Lightcap, and Robyn Austin and Donna Catando who will serve as facilitators for the Advent 
Study. Kemble members will practice radical hospitality this Advent as we break-bread and 
study God's word together.  
 
An in-church sign-up process begins on November 12th. Each member will have the oppor-
tunity to choose the home he or she would like to attend for the Advent of the Savior Bible 
Study (John's, Mary Jane's, or Norma's). Once you make your choice, each member is ex-
pected to attend the four sessions at the same home with the same group. Switching from 
home to home is discouraged.  
 
Early online or phone sign-up is available for the Advent of the Savior Bible Study. You can 
reserve your place at one of the homes by calling the church office at 856-845-1627, or by 
sign-up online at www.kembleumc.org. Kemble Church members' hearts and homes are 
open to all.  
 
The children of the Kingdom will hear the Lord say, “Just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). We represent 
Christ when we practice radical hospitality.  
 
Every Blessing, 

Pastor Mike 

Classrooms Receive Facelift 
 

When it was determined that the classrooms 
used for Parents Time Out and Sunday School 
needed to have a coat of fire retardant paint to 
meet current fire codes, Karen and Mike Perro-
ne stepped forward. Walls in the classrooms, 
hallway and Kier Nursery were repaired and 
prepared for painting, colors chosen and 
painting accomplished in record time. 
 

Further, in the Nursery, Elizabeth Geidosh su-
pervised Robyn Austin, Norma Warren, and 
Andrea Giedosh one Saturday morning in 
painting it according to her vision.  
 

The spaces all look fresh and clean, almost like 
a new building! 
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Kemble’s first Community Showcase during Woodbury Fall Festival on October 7 was blessed with fine 
weather, great talent, and many hard-working volunteers—as well as an appreciative audience on Broad 
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 After it was all over, Chairperson Robyn  Austin said: 
 
 “I really do want to thank so many people for their hard 
work with the Fall Festival Showcase:    
      

• The members of the planning committee  

• Brett Pardue and his work with the music 

• Our choirs (who sounded wonderful and caused cars to pull over on Broad Street to 
listen) 

• Our musical guests Spiritual Five (from Mt. Zion-Wesley UMC in Wenonah); and 
recording artists Zoay Jazz 

• Mayor Jessica Floyd and Police Chief Tom Ryan for stopping by and having such 
nice words to say about Kemble Church and this event 

• Lou Bonilla and Heather Caviston for getting and cooking all of the hotdogs 

• All the volunteers who helped to serve the food 

• Dee Ballistreri for shopping for the food items and designing our handouts for the 
day 

• Donna and Bob Catando  

• Karen and Mike Perrone 

• Dave Shamlian who set up all of the sound and lighting equipment 

• Rick Ballistreri and Liz Cheshire for leading tours of the church 
• Grace Holdcraft and Bunny Wilson who staffed the information table 
     — And everyone else who was there and helped. 
  What a terrific church family!!!!!!!!!!!” 
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Church Family 
 

BAPTISMS: 
October 1 , -  Brian and Bailey Figueroa, sons of Sara Figueroa 
                 -  Ja’Nay Moment, daughter of Tishoni Moment 
 

October 15 - Paxton Perrone, son of Michael Perrone and  
      Nicole Bush, grandson of Michael and Karen Perrone 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 
June 25  -  William (Bill) Reeve of Thorofare 
 

September 8  -  Susan Rodebaugh and Sara Figueroa of  
                Westville, sponsored by Joe Sautner and Darla 
                Rodebaugh 
 

October 1  -  Brian and Bailey Figueroa,  
       sponsored by Joe Sautner and Darla Rodebaugh 
October 1  -  Tishoni Moment of West Deptford 
 

Deaths: 

February 2  -  Bonnie Finch, wife of former pastor David Finch 
 

September 5  -  Mary Wiegand 

Clothing Give-away  a Victory! 
 
 Co-Chair Bob Sickel could not have been more pleased 
to make his report on the Clothing Give-away, held on 
October 14. He thanked the members of the Men's Dis-
cipleship, the many donors, sorters, and other volun-
teers who helped organize and give away an estimated 
1 ton of clothing to those in need, calling the event a 
victory. Some 160 people took away items for them-
selves, or friends/family.  
 

 

      
 

More than a dozen long tables in 
Raver Hall were piled high with 
men's, women's and children's 
clothes at the start. Bob estimated 
that only 5% of the clothing re-
mained when the event was over. 
Those items will be given to Jean-
nette's Closet, an initiative of the 
Greater Woodbury Cooperative 
Ministries. 
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UMC Pitman Auxiliary 
 
“Auxiliary membership is going up, but there is room for 
more!” reports vice-president Henrietta Sauter. Auxiliary 
dues - renewals or anyone wanting to join - are $3 per 
year Sept-Sept. Members receive the newsletter. Dues 
and donations may be made by check payable to Pitman 
Manor Auxiliary and mailed to Ray Scaletti, 609 Vassar 
Ave, Pitman, or given to Henrietta or Joan Zumoff. 
 
The Auxiliary's Indoor Yard Sale on September 30 raised 
over $1000! Thank you to all who contributed or helped in 
any way. 
 
Coming up - NEED cookies (390 dozen) for residents' 
Christmas Party December 1.  Cookies should be SMALL (1 
½ – 2"), FIRM, PACKABLE, NO NUTS. Favoritesare snicker-
doodles, spritz, chocolate chips, crinkles. We give a coffee 
can full of cookies to each resident. Hint: start baking now 
and freeze them!  

 
ELF OPPORTUNITIES: 

• November 16, Thursday, 1 PM - wrap cans at Kemble  

• November 26, Sunday - Cookies due at Kemble 

• November 29, Wednesday, 9 AM - pack cookies at 

UMC Pitman 

• Bake a cake for the party (Need 6) 

• December 1, Friday, 1 PM - deliver cookies to the resi-

dents  

• December 1, Friday, 6 PM - Assist with parties (several 

opportunities: help transport residents in wheel-

chairs, serve refreshments, clean up) 

• Our own Kemble Church is providing the entertain-

ment for the Health Care Units again this year! 

 
If you would like to make a nicer Christmas for UMC Pit-
man (formerly Manor) residents by helping with any of 
these opportunities, please contact Henrietta (856-468-
1423) or Joan (856-227-7297). Watch for the sign-up 
sheet for cookie donations at church. The cookie cans 
were a little skimpy last year. Let's pack them full this 
year! 
 

The Neighborhood Center 
 
Every year at this time the Neighborhood Center in 
Camden turns to you to help spread the love. In the 
act of giving turkeys to families in need, you are 
sharing the greatest gift we can share – our love! 
The Center needs 600 turkeys between now and the 
week before Thanksgiving. You can leave them in 
the freezer at church and I will pick them up and 
transport them. Just let Dee know (Church office 
856-845-1627) so she can notify me. Or call me and 
I will pick them up where ever you are! Or you can 
donate money securely for the Center to buy the 
turkeys at  
               www.neighborhoodrising.org.  
 
 Thank you!   
 Jane Butler, Secretary, Board of Directors 
 
 

 
Host a Coffee Hour? 
 
Everyone enjoys the fellowship time follow-
ing the 10:45 service. These receptions hap-
pen because groups and individuals have vol-
unteered to bring and serve goodies and 
juice. 
 
Why not do likewise? It’s not necessary to 
bake; many shops offer delicious snacks. 
 
As host, you meet and greet members you 
don’t know, and bring us all closer together. 
 
Do take a moment to call the office, 845-
1627, and tell Dee of your willingness to do 
this one Sunday, and set a date. You’ll be 
glad you did! 

http://www.neighborhoodrising.org/


10 

Situational and SWOT* Analyses for Kemble  
Summary Available 

     (*Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) 
 

Recently, Kemble leadership engaged Graphics Solutions, a local 
consulting firm, to help them take a look at the church as an or-
ganization and to provide “an overview and an understanding of 
its real state.” Often leaders of an organization are too close to 
see the big picture clearly; such outside analyses can help them 
do this, and move the organization toward its stated goals. 
 
In gathering information for its analysis, Graphics Solutions 
looked at US Census data, Woodbury economic data, the 
church's historical and current position in the community, and 
other institutions doing similar things in Woodbury. It audited its 
communications and processes, met at length with Pastor Mike, 
Dee Ballistreri (Communications Chair), Bob Stankard (Finance 
Chair) and Robyn Austin (Trustees Chair), and sent an email sur-
vey to members. It studied demographic analyses compiled by 
MissionInsite and Kemble's own Community Needs Assessment 
Survey from 2013. It compared these with Kemble's stated vi-
sion, mission and purpose.  
 
The result is a thought-provoking document that compares Kem-
ble and its community with local and national norms. It lists 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOTs) for 
Kemble that emerge from the data. The consultant recommends 
several actions for Kemble leaders and members, emphasizing 
that this summary is intended as a starting point for discussion 
and planning. Interested members are encouraged to request a 
copy from the church office for their own prayerful considera-
tion. 
 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

• Every Thursday at 6 p.m. - JAM Choir 
rehearsal 

 
• Now through November 17 - get a tur-

key to donate to the Neighborhood 
Center (use your grocery points!) 

 
• November 12 - Sign up for Advent Bible 

Study, “All I Want for Christmas” 
 
• Sunday, November 26 - Cookies Due at 

Kemble for Residents of UMC Pitman 
(formerly Pitman Manor) 

 
• Thursdays, November 28, December 5, 

12, 19 - Advent Bible Study 

PTO Full! 
 PTO (Parents’ Time Out), Kemble’s half-day pre-
school, is at capacity with 25 children enrolled! 
Among them are four sets of siblings, including a set 
of 22-month-old triplets, PTO’s first.  

 
     Here are some pictures from last spring’s graduation, held in the sanctuary. 
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Robyn Austin, Elizabeth Giedosh, Karen 
and Mike Perrone Receive Laity Service 

Awards for 2017 
    
At a time of great transition, Robyn answered the call of 
Kemble Church to take the helm of the Board of Trustees. 
Without hesitation, she led the Board to complete many 
important projects, including but not limited to: 1) securing 
a janitorial service for the church, 2) removal of the under-
ground oil tanks, and 3) installation of a new air conditioning 
system. Additionally, she led the Board to 1) replace the 
Church’s Education Building roof, 2) repair the Church Stee-
ple, and 3) replace the roof at the church parsonage. 
 
 Recently, she managed the planning of the Hear Our Heart 
Community Showcase, presented during Woodbury's Fall 
Festival, a project that has galvanized church members and 
placed the church in a position to impact the community in a 
transformative way. 
 
     Congratulations, Robyn, and many thanks! 

 
 The Kemble Church family has had the pleasure of watching 
Elizabeth Giedosh grow up: she was baptized here in 2003, 
and confirmed in 2015. When she was little, she and her doll 
always sat right next to the pastor for the Children's Sermon. 
She was a member of the Sanctuary Choir, then graduated 
to the Chancel Choir. Now, this beautiful, capable and caring 
young woman assists Connie Byers in the Nursery on Sunday 
mornings. Last spring, she spoke to Robyn Austin about 
sprucing up the Nursery. The implementation of that idea 
became her summer project. Elizabeth is the daughter of 
Andrea and Michael Giedosh, and granddaughter of Pam 
and Doug Fuller and the late Caryl Fuller.  
 

Congratulations, Elizabeth! 
 

 
Karen and Mike Perrone became members of Kemble in 
2011. Since then, they have been active in its ministries.  
     
Mike serves on the Board of Trustees, and has been 
head usher. He is a member of the Men’s Discipleship, 
having joined at its inception. Karen is a member of the 
Square Circle. Together they volunteer at the monthly 
Community lunches and at the summer Music Camp. 
This summer they took responsibility for the painting 
project in the classroom wing. 
      
Mike is recently retired from Mobil after nearly 40 
years. When they are not at the church, he and Karen 
enjoy spending time with their grandchildren and play-
ing golf. Kemble is blessed to have a couple with such a 
‘can do’ attitude. 
 

License Plate Trivia 
 

     If you were thinking about getting a 
special Bible-related license plate, 
these two have been spotted in New 
Jersey, so are no longer available: 
       

           2FSH5LV 
 

           XODUS20 
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Kemble Memorial United Methodist Church 
19 S. Broad Street 
Woodbury, New Jersey 08096 
 
 
Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
(856) 845-1627 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
www.kembleumc.org 
 
Senior Minister: Michael Harriott 
Editors: Grace Holdcraft and Joan Zumoff 
 
 

Sunday Services: 
8:30 & 10:45 a.m 
 
Sunday School: 
Nursery 
Classes age 4 through 6th grade – 10:45 a.m. 
  
 

 


